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Bone & Tarpon Fishing In The BVI

By Nan Clendenin

RECENTLY | discovered that some of
the most prestigions bone'tarpon-
fishing in the Caribbenn iz done in the
British Virgin lalands. 1 bove o fGsh amd
enjoy learning more about different
clements of the sport. However 1 did
not realize, as [ began my eonveraation
with lan Batchelor osmerfoperator of
Caribbean Fly-Fiching Qutfitters, that
sport fishing done m flats s one of the
fastest growing aports in the western
world with some two million people a
vear taking up the sport.

Bachelor, and his instructorfguide
Graham Shepherd, work with 'Ih-u BV
Fisheries and Conservation

BVL They atate that: “The BV, one of
the world's most popular destinations

for cruising sRilors, 1= also host to many
flats teeming with bonefizh, tarpon and

permit.” Om Tortela they fished with
Batehelor on one of his thres custom-
buikt poling flat boats from which the
fishing ix done as wading can domage
recfs. After You, his 25 Bertram
mothership. offers transport from
etther land or yecht and supplies food
for outings - freshly baked bread,
sandwich meats and cheeses, fruit and
andas, with an open bar. All of the
needed gear 15 also supplhied along with
arrangements for accommindations,
transfers and other water activities
sach as diving, snorkeling, ete.

Albula

vulpes

Department in making fiahing a viahle
industry within the BYL. They are
helping the mdustry to grow by
training emplovess as pudes. Already
the hotel industry on Tortala has
prospered with enthusiasts who travel
the world in search of primo fats for
fishing.

Clay Hall and Katie Oliver, writers
for Fly Fishing in Salf Waters, tell of
iho morrin of Behines an Asts 1o the

Batchelor has been fly Gahing for 205
yvears. He started in his home terntory

on the BowBow River, Alberia, Canada,

and has now fished throughont Eorope
- Seotland, Ireland, Germany. France
and Yogoslavia, Canada and the USA.
Hig favorite locale ia Cansda for trout
fishing with the BV for salt water fly
Ei.ilung E-J:-Ep]'n‘.-n! alan ETew up if
Calvary amd was firat taken Gshing by
hia fathar Howewar he laarmsed i g

of fiy- fishing by just doing it - snce the
age of 7. He has fished from the
Northwest Termtory to Pero but mnks
the BV as absolutely the best place.

He loves the sun and feels that BVI
flats are, a2 ver, an uniouched territory
Shepherd is also o paramedic who,

guute fprtunately, hos not hoed to nse his

gkills while instructing or guiding.

The putfitters work en a cavch and
release program. Mone of their bonts
have anti-fouling paint so they Bever
pollute ihe reels or waters where they
fish 1 asked Shepherd about the
differences between fresh water and
zalt water ﬂ}ﬂ-ﬁ.ﬂhing. F.'nthuﬂm:dir&]]}'
b replied that: “When you are fishing
in freeh water vou are fishing in areas
that fodk like they might hold fish
whereas in flats fshing you are casting
to specific fish - target shooting. It 15 a0
shallow that you con sctuslly see the
fizh tailing. The BV] = a great area
I'.H'.'l'ﬂ.llﬂ-t' ouar md! Ld)lﬂﬂl.l._'r Fun ]:H.'!"JE'E:D
5 - 10 kmita which is perfect for fly-
fishing, Wi also heve the added
advantage of not having to wear a ot
of dothing =

Batchelor adds:"We normally leave m
the early morming amnd fish until abouat
4. We then motor back to our
destination be it land or & yacht. Most
of our outings depend on the tide. The
best time for Bshing &= on the rising or
fallimg tids - only once a day ih owr
Intitude. We take two people per flat
bomt ¢ if we have a single fisherperson
we iry to match them with someone
else. Mo bait 15 used because all fly
fishing 15 artificial. The hook is made
out of gilk, feather, synthetic hair ete.
to get the eolor and shape, At night we
sommetimies fieh for tarpon on o full
moon., The search bere is egually as
important a5 the skills, Omoe the
rraper fintz nee found wee then fish thae

kan Bachedor's Z8ft Bertram After fow

location, picked for ita wind direction,
i, We can be resched on channel 18,
canbbeanfivishing@surfied oom,
wwrw.caribflyfishing com or by calling
TR 45T "

Wanting to take up the sport | asked
if there was anything 1 oould do to
prepare. Mobting my age and koowing
my inclinations, Shepherd emiled and
told me to build up my muscles by
taking a wine bottle in my fishing hanJ
and mowing my body as if 1 were
actually casting - 10 am to 2pm
movements - this gives you the rhythen,
Although learning to cast usually onby
takes 3 couple of hours, it takes
menths, even years, to learn a true
tnchruql.u:. I'l.:.\".inp: watched Brad Prtt,
in The River Runs Throwgh t, at least
tem times | pok the gist of what he was
sayving. The book, written by Morman
Maclean a fy fisherman from Montana
told the story of a2 man and hes passwon.
The movie mtroduced millions, of now
devoted advocates, to the sport.
Heading the iternture he ERwne me, I
went to bed that naght sated - dreaming
of azure waters bnmming with fiah jusi
walting to nip at my perfect cast,



